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BUILT BY THE NAZIS DURING 
WORLD WAR TWO, IT WAS 


OF THE GIANTS“-- BECAUSE 
IT WAS CLAIMED ONLY ARACE 
OF GIANTS COULP HAVE 
BUILT IT, 


THESE DAYS IT HAS BEEN REFITTIED 
AND SERVES AS THE BASE FOR THE 
TERRORIST ORGANIZATION THE 


THAT BREED THE MEMBERS OF THE 
JIHAD, THE QUARTERS THAT HOUSE 
THEM, AND THE FACILITIES THAT 

TRAIN THEM. QURAC CONSIDERS 
JOTUNHEIM IMPREGNABLE, 
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UF; TO GIVE HER THE BOOT. 

SAYS SHE DOESN'T WANT 
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WORRY, 216 RED. 
WE'LL GET IT 
EVENTUALLY. 
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SSO 1 DID WHAT I THOUGHT I HATO 
INORDER TOSAVE IT. BiG JOKE, HUH? 


“WHY DID SHE SEND DEADSHOT 


'T BEAR IT; AST TOLD 
YOu, ALL I'VE GOT IN MY LIFE IG THE SQUAD. 


“WE'VE FOLIGHT THE JIHAD TWICE NOW. THEY'VE COME 
BACK BOTH TIMES.GOTMGOINGTOFINISHIT THIS i 
TIME. I'm ING FOR THEIRILAIR-- ROTLINHEUM . I 


"|TSNOTASMADAS ITSOUNDS. MY 

FATHER TOOK ITOUT DURING W/Z, 

ALONG WITH MEMBERS OF THE 

ORIGINAL SUICIDE GQUAD. I'VE 

SENT ALONG A PICTURE IKEPTOF 
THEM. 


\THEY WERE QUITE A BUNCH. YOU HAVE MYDAU, AND THEN feof 
OP, BEAGT, BLOWHARD, LAWLESS, NICKELS, SHIV, AND 
ACE HIGH. I THINK THEY COULI'VE GIVEN BOOMERANG FT 
ARUN FOR His MONEY FOROUTRIGHT MAS7X 
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"JOTUNHEIM WAS WHERE MY DAD MET UNCLE ¥ 

EB STUART FOR THE FIRST TIME. HE WAS: 
SENT ALONG BECALISE, OSTENSIBLY, THEY 
WERE GONG TO STEAL A PROTOTYPE OF A 
NEW GERMAN TANK OWTOF JOTUNHEIM. 
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«THE SCENE JUST HOURS AGO: QURACI 
> OFFICIALS DENY ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE 4 
CAUGES, SAYING THAT THE MOUNTAIN 


DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 
DOCUMENTS, RECENTLY 
DECLASSIFIED, GHOW 


GERMAN BASE IN WORLD RES 
waR TT, CALLED 
JOTENMEMM, 


IN THE MOUNTAIN, GAYING IT 
HAPPENED BEFORE THE 
CURRENT REGIME 


“THANK YOu IENOSHIP YOU'VE SHOWN. J Wistt I 
COULD‘VE GOOD-BYE.-- RICK FLAG” 


IF YOU CAN, THINK 
KINDLY OF ME. IF I 
'N 


COMING: THE JANUS DIRECTIVET 
ITALL STARTS NEXT WEEK WITHCHECKMATE 15 ANDTHEN IN 
SQUAD#Z7 ANP 28, BOTH ONSALE NEXT MONTAY/ 


Dear Bob, John, Luke, Karl, etc., 

Everything came together the way I 
had envisioned: it, thanks mostly to 
the fact that the cover was also the 
promotional ad for the issue. That 
tipped off the readers that Deadshot 
would have a hand in the story's 
resolution. Unfortunately, in the final 
analysis, Deadshot should not have 
appeared here, just as Dr. LaGrieve 

suggested early on. The timing 
couldn’t have been worse, consider- 
ing the result of Deadshot’s own mini- 
series. 

On the whole, I thought the story 
was well written, as always, and well 
drawn, and that it had the fecling of 
being a cross between Mission: Im- 
possible and The A-Team. Unfortu. 
nately, “Thé Wall” never seems to 
“love it when a plan comes together,” 
to use a catch-phrasefrom the latter 
series, because the missions almost 
always end up flawed. Hey, nobody 
ever said anything was really perfect. 
you know. , 

Okay, now, Deadshot’s on the DL. 
Flag’s a head casc, and Waller's in 
dire need of a cross between Rolaids 
and Excedrin. Duchess/Lashina’s 
ready to phone home, and Boomer- 
ang needs to bone up on his English. 
Lose the Crocodile Dundee impres- 
sion, will you, Boomerbrain, or con- 
sider the proposed “Captain 
ang Fan Club” scuttled. 

About DEADSHOT: Very impres- 
sive, but sad to see that Floyd still 
doesn’t want to lose the wallflower 
image, and consider giving a romance 
with Marnie a try. Tied in rather well 
with SS continuity, but Floyd should 
have been held back a month or two 
before returning. 


dacob Gilbert 
118 4th Street, Apt. 1 
Troy. NY 12180 


Dear John, Luke, Bob, Todd, and 
company, 

I think it was Harlan Ellison who 
once admonished all writers to “stir 
the soup"—his way of reminding 
writers to keep their work lively and 
unpredictable. In issue #22 Ostrander 
did a better job of soup stirring than 
any comic book writer I've read in the 
past six months. 

Flag’s assassination of Tolliverand 
his attempted murder of Cray, neatly 
moved Flag from being the idealist 
hero who thinks criminals are scum, 


into being a full-fledged felon him- 


_ self. In light of this, Ostrander forces 


the reader to re-evaluate Flag as a 
kind of Ollie North who was so con- 
cerned about results that he lost sight 
of goals. He has crossed the line and 
pushed him over 


can only hope you 

lengthy frub-plet about her deciding to 
resign, only to stay on as director of 
the Squad at the last minute. I think 
Amanda is tough enough to bounce 
back from this and retain her role as 
the strongest female lead in any comic 
book series. 

‘The Bronze Tiger and Vixen madea 
great team; I hope they get to work 
together in future issues. I would also 
like tn see their relationship heat up 
because both of these characters 
deserve a little happiness. If they got 
together they might be good for each 
other. 

In fact, to keep them from becom- 


‘Tiger actually discuss how they feel 
about working for a government that 
frequently ignores the needs of the 
black community. I'd like to know 
what these characters think about 
apartheid, affirmative action and the 
way blacks are portrayed in the 
media. This is an aspect of their per- 
sonalities that has never been suffi- 
ciently explored. 

I liked the idea of the Daily Planet 
breaking the story of government 
sponsored criminals but I couldn't 
understand why the last few panels 
showed the paper that broke the story 
as the Daily Star. If the Planet was 
the first to disclose the identity of the 
Squad, does it mean Superman will 
show up soon to investigate the 
Squad? 


TE. Pouncey 

Wichita, KS 

I think John has continued to stir 
the soup since issue #21 and things 
pick up speed in just two weeks. By the 
ond of issue #30, everything will have 
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been stirred up real good: however. 
you raised some valid points about 
ssome of the characters and we'll see 
what John does with them in the 
aftermath of The Janus Directive. 
Yeah, it should have’ been the 
Metropolis paper breaking the news, 
but since their national edition 
doesn’t necessarily make the boxes in 


some paper carry 
figurative predecessor? Also, just 
‘cause the Planet broke the news, it 
doesn’t mean Supes will be involved— 
especially since he’s out of this world! 


Dear Bob, 

Well, that’s the problem of Cray 
solved once and for all. You realize, 1 
hope, that Deadshot is mentally leas 
than stable. I wouldn't like to 
diagnose him but he has a severe per- 
sonality disorder, if not a complete 
disassociation from reality. And for 
one moment, I thought you'd decided 
to kill him off. until I noticed that 
none of the pens had hit anything 
vital. Sneaky, that 

Whether Rick Flag will continue to 
avoid the grim reaper after his un- 
sanctioned activities remains to be 
seen. But personally, I think is his 
actions are no more immoral than 
Deadshot’s. Both killed for selfish 
reasons, and couldn’t possibly justify 
their actions on ethical grounds. The 
fact that Waller wants Deadshot to 
continue with the group reveals the 
lengths she's prepared to go to, to 
protect her team. It may well be ulti- 
mate loyalty but she'll eventually be 
brought to task for it.and must realize 
that. 

As I write this, Bush’ has just 
become President-elect, for better or 
worse. I suppose that the continuity 
this brings will augur well for the 
Squad. Presumably their govern- 
ment connections will remain stable. 
Or else you could use the change of 
President to, say, dampen down 
government support, or, in combina. 
tion with the exposé, have the govern 
ment sever ties with the group com: 
pletely. 

On a different note, Karl is doing a 
wonderful job inking Luke's pencils. 
The DEADSHOT series showed the 
best inker for Luke's work is, so far, 
himself, but Karl is doing it justice. 

Malcolm Bourne 
& Craigwell Road 


gone? 

I hope that Rick Flag will appear 
again in SUICIDE SQUAD. He's one 
of my favorites and 


keep 
you like! While iriteresting, the mini- 
series did nothing to endear him to 


would be good to see again is Golden 
Glider. Any chance? 


Iwas pushing for the Golden Glider 
awhile back but then I found out Bill 
Loebs had plans for her in THE 
FLASH that were too good to be 
spoiled. 


Dear Robert, 

The conclusion of the political sub- 
plot this issue was well worth waiting 
for. While Flag seemed to be the 
featured player last month, the play- 
up of Deadshot could have made this 
book Part 5 of the DEADSHOT mini- 
series, which was terrific, by the way. 
‘The cast acted true to character, 


this, and I expect that Deadshot will 
be a changed man. I doubt he'll 
remain in the Squad, and I hope he 
returns as an adversary to Batman. 
And Flag should stay missing for a 
while; let Bronze Tiger or Shade take 
leadership of the Suicide Squad for.a 


time. 
‘Theré’s no doubt that a shake-up is 
imminent. I won't repeat my personal 
requests for guest-villains but a new 
heroee, more “expendables” tong 
, more “ex; "being 
expended and more revolving charac- 
ters are my for the next, and I 
hope exciting, stage for the Suicide 
Squad. 


Deadshot is given a truly great: 
moving, Der. 
in Then we 
find he’s just the 


7 thing happened to him. If “The 


interest since LEGENDS and it has 


any time, but he was 
still too sly not to have had a back-up 
to reveal the Squad’s cover ar. 
ae more willing to share the 


people. The best examples are her 
various conversations with Night- 
shade, Bronze Tiger, and even with 
Flag in some respects. Her inter 
action with the various members of 
the Ground Crew ate often the high- 


lights of the stories. 


Lincoln, NE 68502 


Kill your darlings. It's a lesson 
drilled into every writer's head. Every 
#0 often @ writer loves a scene oF 


started to love our core group a little 
00 much and now we have shaken 
ourselves up a bit and are now at work 
returning the book to its unpredict- 
able nature. Just look at what we 
accomplished this issue. 


seeee 
Dear Suiciders, 

I just finished SUICIDE SQUAD 
#22 and finally I knew I had to write. 
T've watched this book with great 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 


In just one week, The Janus Direc. 
tive begins in CHECKMATE! #15 and 
then both CHECKMATE! and 
SUICIDE SQUAD go bi-weekly for 
two months totell the story of the com- 
plete subjugation and subversion of 
the government intelligence commu- 
nity. Trust us, you won't want te miss 
the event since it boasts the Check- 
mate knights, the Squad, Peace 
maker, Val Vostok, Sarge Steel, King 
Faraday, John and’ Cherie Chase, 
Black Thorn, Major Force, the Force 
of July, Lois Lane, Firestorm, Night- 
shade, and Captain Atom plus. a 
‘surprise or two. 


See you in 1 
‘Bob Greenberger 


